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Abstract

Yoko Tawada’s The Emissary constructs a near-future Japan in the aftermath
of catastrophe and environmental contamination, depicting a post-disaster
world in which ecological mutation, bodily disorder, social isolation, and the
disintegration of human relationships are deeply intertwined. Existing schol-
arship has primarily approached the novel from the perspectives of ecocriti-
cism, dystopian narrative, bodily transformation, and the dialectic between cri-
sis and hope. However, further examination is needed of how these issues in-
tersect and operate within the sphere of everyday life. Rather than treating the
representation of trauma and the reconstruction of life as two successive and
mutually substitutive stages, this article investigates how the novel, while con-
tinuously exposing pollution, physical suffering, and social oppression, gradu-
ally shifts its narrative focus toward the maintenance of post-disaster life, the
formation of caregiving relationships, and the preservation of future possibili-
ties. The novel embeds the consequences of catastrophe in such ordinary prac-
tices as eating, travelling, seeking medical treatment, receiving education, and
using language, thereby transforming trauma into an enduring condition of
everyday existence. Through Yoshiro’s bodily care for Mumei, it further demon-
strates how vulnerable lives can be sustained through relations of interdepend-
ence. Moreover, the imagery of candlelight, the clandestine activities of the “Em-
issary Society,” and Mumei’s eventual departure extend individual acts of care
toward a broader public and future-oriented dimension. In this way, The Em-
issaryestablishes an interconnected narrative chain in which persistent trauma,
everyday maintenance, caregiving relationships, and imaginaries of the future
are mutually embedded. The reconstruction of life represented in the novel
does not signify the restoration of a pre-existing social order; rather, it consists
in sustaining life, preserving relationships, and keeping the future open amid
vulnerability and uncertainty.
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Appendix (Abstract and Keywords in Chinese)

eI R RIS EE
—ZHHEM-T (BT KR HE SRS
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SEIMHARER. FHREKT. WA S 5 RIRAE S S 5 5t BE
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Fiy BIPR RIS R AT REII DR AT /NS SHE Ja ROTAIRR . HAT
VSN 2 QR iR O R e N E PR R S E R RS E I R L P S ]
R SCRRXTTE A B S AR IR, R BUNE S5 2E dr W (T AE AR EL A P A3 AZERF s JF (5
B E S “WRIT R 27 IRREATEI RS A, AR RS 2
SERURRAR .tk CRROTEE) R 7 @I0ifrst. HHE 4R, IR E5R
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